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that I might be honored to introduce such a measure.
From my intimate acquaintance with the systems of
Princeton and other colleges, I was so vain as to think
that out of our available materials I could have con-
structed a university of a high order. I would have
embraced in it all that is good in our college; in par-
ticular, I would have seen that it was pervaded with
religion, as the college is. I was sure that such a step
would have been followed by a large outflow of liberality
on the part of the public, such as we enjoyed in the early
days of my presidency. We had had the former rain,
and I hoped we might have the latter rain, and we could
have given the institution a wider range of usefulness in
the introduction of new branches and the extension of
post-graduate studies. But this privilege has been denied
me. I have always been prepared to contend with the
enemies of the college, but I am not ready to fight with
its greatest benefactors; so I retire. The college has
been brought to the very borders, and I leave it to
another to carry it over into the land of promise.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